May You Be Strengthened
by this Anointed message of the Past!

FRUIT THAT REMAINS

Search the faces of the kids you work with in Awana each
week. They come in such variety: fat, plump, skinny, clean,
dirty! Some clubbers are neatly dressed, and others couldn't
care less how they look. Many arrive with their batteries fully
charged each club night. If they don't receive instant
personal attention, the club night becomes a disaster
display.

Sooner or later, leaders ask themselves the four word
guestion, "Is it worth it?" Perhaps you have said to yourself,
"I really enjoy working in Awana. There is certainly a real need
to reach these kids in our church neighborhood. But
sometimes | get tired and frustrated and even feel like
quitting. | wonder if the church really appreciates all the time
| give.”

| must confess there have been times when | have caught
myself evaluating my own personal club leadership in a
mechanical way. Club night was just another job that took a
time slot in my life schedule. Satan often blurred the picture.
He kept me from seeing the spiritual rough diamonds as |
looked into the faces of clubbers. Yes, it has been pretty
hard to stretch my imagination to really see diamonds among
them.

John 15:16 challenges us to the fact that we have been
ordained. We should "go and bring forth fruit, and this fruit
should remain!” Ecclesiastes 11:1 says "Cast thy bread upon
the waters, for thou shalt find it after many days." That's a
definite promise from God. If we faithfully proclaim His Word,
we will see fruit in due time. Just today, as | write this, | had
a surprise visit from Bill and Grace Merrifield. Both are former
Awana clubbers. | remember Bill as a boy. He was invited to
club by a friend. After school, Bill worked at the Awana office
when it was just one small room under a stairway. He
assisted in the paper drives that helped purchase the first
Awana printing press. He also became a leader in one of the
first Awana Clubs.

One day Bill told me that God was calling him to be a
missionary. God had equipped Bill with a sharp mind. This
young man became a Bible translator. Years later he
presented me with the delightful gift of a new Testament
translation for the Chinanteca tribe in Mexico. Today Bill
travels around the world assisting missionaries in their
translation ministries. Yet when Bill first came to club, it
wasn't easy to imagine how God would ever use him.

Then there was Otto. Do you have a clubber who seems
spiritually hopeless? With all the effort you give toward
reaching him or her, you don't make mush progress.

This was Otto. He attended club and enjoyed the fun.
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Spiritually he was almost a zero. As a teenager, he decided to
take his fling with the world. Although we completely lost track
of him, we often prayed that God would cause him to listen
and think about all the precious messages he had heard from
the Word.

Years later | was sitting on the platform of a church where |
had been invited to speak. | was amazed to see Otto walking
down the aisle to be seated. With him were his wife and child.
| nudged the Pastor and asked him if he knew who this couple
was. | will never forget his remark, "Yes, he is one of the bright
spots in our church."

My reply, "Please tell me that again!" | couldn't believe that
Otto could ever be the bright spot in any church. Later |
learned how Otto had really come to grips with himself and
had given his life to serve the Lord. Otto was instrumental in
starting Awana in that church. Today he is the teacher of an
adult Bible class. As Galatians 6:9 say, "... in due season, we
shall reap, if we faint not.” Otto was a case of delayed fruit.

And then there was Arne, a cute blond, lovable boy who
seemed to smile at everything. His older brother brought him
to Awana. Arne was saved and began to mature in the things
of the Lord. He later became an Awana leader and then Youth
Pastor at the North Side Gospel Center where Awana was
born.

God called Arne to be an Awana Missionary to the states of
Arizona and New Mexico. God had given Arne unusual abilities
to win the hearts of people and motivate them to service. The
Awana program grew rapidly in Arizona. In 1982 God
wonderfully led Arne to Awana headguarters Missions
Department. We thank God for the training Arne had first as s
clubber and then as a missionary. This experience enabled
him to serve as the effective Awana Missionry Director that he
is today.

Producing "fruit that remains" is not primarily the result of a
program. Rather it is the result of the message of the gospel
of the grace of God. This message changes lives. It assists
young people in finding the ministry God ordained for them
before the foundation of the world.

Be a fruit bearer for God. Discover God's diamonds. Allow
God to direct and teach you to polish rough diamonds. Pray
that they will someday shine brightly and glorify our wonderful
Lord. There's a price to pay to make it all happen. Allow God
to thrill you anew with the opportunities to produce fruit that
remains.

(Art Rorheim, Awana Founder, from July/August 1984
Signal Magazine)
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